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Our work 
•Desk-based study undertaken in 2010 

•Current work (in progress) understanding 
access patterns 

 

 

•And ornithological work next winter (tbc) 

 

 





Defining disturbance 

•Human activity that may influence a birds 
behaviour or survival 





What this means on the Humber 

•The SPA / Ramsar designation includes 25 
species, breeding, passage & wintering 



Wide range of wintering species 

Mont h

M
e

a
n

 C
o

u
n

t 
p

e
r 

M
o

n
th

MayAprMarFebJanDecNovOctSepAugJulJun

120000

100000

80000

60000

40000

20000

0

Oystercatcher

D-b Brent Goose

Black-tailed Godwit

Mallard

Bar-tailed Godwit

Grey Plover

Ringed Plover

Sanderling

Goldeneye

Pochard

Golden Plover

Whimbrel

Knot

Lapwing

Dunlin

Redshank

Wigeon

Curlew

Shelduck

Teal

Figure 2 in disturbance report.  Graph derived from WeBS data, a joint scheme of the British Trust for Ornithology, The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds and Joint Nature Conservation Committee (the last on behalf of the Countryside Council for Wales, the Environment and Heritage Service, Natural England and Scottish Natural 
Heritage).   



WeBS Alerts 

•10 species with WeBS alerts 

•3 red (mallard, pochard, lapwing) 

•8 amber (includes wigeon, ringed plover, 
dunlin, sanderling and curlew) 

Low tide counts taking place this winter 









200 car-parks 

4612 spaces 

Most parking in formal car-parks 

More parking on north shore 

 



Current Work 

Aim to understand the access patterns through: 

•Repeat counts of parked vehicles across whole 
estuary 

•Repeat counts of people from vantage points 
around the estuary 

•Face to face interviews on site with users 

•Contact with user groups ‘off-site’ 







Data from August 

No attempt to separate holiday makers from day-visitors 



Routes of visitors 

GPS units handed out and also routes 

collected on maps during interview 

Routes will show us which activities 

take place on the intertidal habitats and 

where different users tend to go 





GPS Tracks: Jet Ski and 
Windsurfing 



GPS Tracks: Kite Surfing 

Windspeeds of at least 12-15 mph needed 
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Disturbance in context 

 •Port and industrial use 

•Development and housing 

•Land management around 
estuary 

•Changes in climate  

 

 

•Coastal squeeze and habitat 
loss 

•Managed realignment 

•Bird trends 
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Distance band (km) around the Humber SPA 

South of the SPA  

North of the SPA  



End Points 
•Understanding access patterns is fundamental 

•Little point in bird fieldwork without framework and a 
means of looking at the whole system 

•Disturbance is a real issue for concern at many sites in 
UK 

•Issues on the Humber are complex – large site, 
extensive areas of habitat, wide range of species, 
activities and other impacts besides disturbance 

 

 


